To Parents and Providers:
Attached is a Physician Medication Order that is used at The Arc for those individuals
requiring medications while in our care. This form is to be filled out completely by the
physician, not by the parent or provider. This order must be in place before we will
assist in dispensing any medication or feedings to the individual it is prescribed for; NO
EXCEPTIONS.
The Arc’s Physician Medication Order is good for one year from the date signed by the
physician. If there is any change in medication or dosage during that time, a new order
must be obtained before we will assist in dispensing.
The Arc cannot assist in dispensing the first dose of a new medication. This is done for
the individual’s safety in the event any side effects or reactions occur. Please discuss
with The Arc nurse, in advance, any new medications or dosages that are started at home.
Depending on the medication, the individual may be required to remain at home for the
first 24 hours after starting the new medication or dosage to monitor for side effects.
All medications are to be in their original containers/blister pack and must coincide with
the written physician’s order. To avoid having medications travel back and forth daily, a
“school dose” bottle/blister pack may be obtained from the pharmacy. In order to obtain
a “school dose” bottle/blister pack, please ask your physician to indicate this specifically
on the prescription that is to be presented to the pharmacy.
For any medications that are not taken by mouth (such as G-Tube) or special medications
(ex. Diastat), please contact the nurse @ 210-492-4300 EXT. 138 for the appropriate
physician’s form.
The Arc is committed to ensuring the personal growth and life enrichment of individuals
with developmental disabilities. Thank you for assisting us with that goal by making
certain necessary medications available to be dispensed by The Arc in a safe and proper
manner.
Sincerely,
The Arc Nurse
Jeanne Calvert BSN,RN,CCN
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